
 

 
 

NEW International Learn to Swim Programme 
Badge Criteria - September 2013 
 
From 1st September 2013 all Awards purchased from STA will be in the NEW style. 
Woven badges remain unchanged. The syllabus has seen minor revisions which can be 
found in this document. 
 
The International Learn to Swim Progamme (ILSP) is an exciting, motivational, interlinking 
and progressive Awards Programme that engages children at every stage of their 
development. 
 
All levels have clearly defined standards, teaching objectives and learning outcomes, and 
all levels incentivise and reward with colourful badges and certificates. 
 
There are three entry points into the programme: 
 

STARFISH - For parents and their babies and very young children 
STAnley First Steps - A comprehensive swimming and water safety programme for 
young children 
Octopus - An alternative entry point for school aged learners 
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STARFISH Series 
The STARFISH Awards are suitable for introducing babies from 0-2 years to swimming. 
This offers a progressive aquatic awareness programme for parent/carers with their 
babies and combines fun activities with free play in a safe environment. 
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STAnley - First Steps Series 
The STAnley First Steps Series is designed to teach young learners to swim. 
The Series incorporates fun activities, skill development and water safety awareness in a 
structured progressive programme.  
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Octopus Series 
Designed for school aged learners. 
This enables a route into 'learn to swim' for older learners building and developing their 
confidence, knowledge and skills. On completion of the Octopus series learners progress 
through to the Goldfish Series, Angelfish Series and Shark Series. 
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Goldfish Series 
The next level for learners who have successfully progressed through the STAnley First 
Steps Series or Octopus Series. 
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Angelfish Series 
The next level for pupils who have successfully completed the Goldfish Series Level 2. 
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Shark Series 
The next level for pupils who have successfully completed the Angelfish Series Level 3. 
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Advanced Swimmer Series 
The Advanced Swimmer Series consisting of three levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold; each 
award has a badge and certificate. This series develops swimming technique, speed, 
stamina and water polo or synchronised swimming skills. 
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Platinum Award 
The Platinum Award is the pinnacle of the ILSP scheme combining survival and rescue 
skills with advanced swimming skills and the option of either water polo or synchronised 
swimming. 

 

 


